
Herd of 19 cows is killed by a single 

lightning strike while they were 

sheltering under a tree during a storm  

A third of the herd were struck down by one bolt of lightning during storm 

Last week over 300 reindeers were killed in Norway in a similar incident  
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A single bolt of lightning killed 19 cows after they gathered underneath a tree to 

take shelter from a storm. 

Around a third of the herd were felled during the violent storm on Tuesday in 

Hallsville, Texas. 

The owner of the cows, Ashley Anderson, said she had never seen anything 

like it a lifetime of farming. 

 

The felled cows were removed from under the tree soon after the storm. Animals with four 
legs have a greater risk of being struck off by lightning than humans  



 

'The electricity would go up one leg of the body and stop the heart and go down and out 
another leg,' said John Jensenius from the US National Weather Service 

'It's not something you see every day. Just kind of surreal to see it,' she told WSFA 

news. 

'It's just a freak thing; I mean they were just staying out of the rain,' she added. 

'There's really, to my knowledge, nothing you can do to prevent this.' 

Anderson added that none of her other animals on the farm have been killed in 

such in manner.  

Neighbor and witness to the deaths, Victor Benson, said the lightning bolt hit the 

cows 'in the blink of an eye'. 

The majority of the cows that had taken refuge from the rain under the 

tree dropped dead upon being struck although a few were seem limping 

away from the scene after the bolt.  

The incident comes just days after 323 reindeer were taken out by a 

lightning strike in central Norway. 



The animal tragedy is believed to have occurred during a lightning storm last 

Friday. 

John Jensenius from the US National Weather Service concluded that although 

seeing multiple animal deaths at the hands of lightning is rare it is also explainable. 

'Lightning does not strike a point, it strikes an area,' he told the New York Times 

'The electricity would go up one leg of the body and stop the heart and go down 

and out another leg,' he said. 'In an instant, of course.'  

Jensenius said that this probably resulted in causing cardiac arrest in the reindeer 

although it was possible that the bolt hit one or two of the beasts.  

He added that the animals did not have to be touching to get electrocuted. They 

only had to be touching the ground within an area about 160 to 260 feet in 

diameter from where the strike or strikes hit. 

Four-legged animals are more likely to get struck by lightning than humans 

because they have more legs which are normally further apart. 

And the greater the distance between two legs, the greater the chance that 

electricity will try to flow through them, and the more fatal the charge will be. 
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