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BLACK CANYON CITY, AZ - Did you feel that? Three earthquakes in Black Canyon City on 

Sunday night shook the Phoenix area and surrounding cities. 
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The first earthquake happened at around 8:59 p.m. The 3.2-magnitude earthquake was reported 

about 6 miles northeast of Black Canyon City.  



The second earthquake, registering 4.1 magnitude, was reported at around 11:29 p.m. about 7 

miles northeast of Black Canyon City.  

The third earthquake happened at around 11:49 p.m. The 4.0-magnitude earthquake was 

reported about 3 miles northeast of Black Canyon City. 

Black Canyon City, Arizona is located about 45 miles north of Phoenix. 

Shaking from the 4.1 and 4.0 earthquakes was felt in Phoenix and surrounding cities. 

Earthquakes of that magnitude are often felt but rarely cause damage. 

According to ABC News and Associated Press, Geologist Michael Conway, the chief of the 

Geologic Extension Service of the Arizona Geological Survey, said that it is not a surprise that 

Phoenix residents would feel the earthquake in Central Arizona. There are numerous active and 

inactive faults throughout the Phoenix region although there are not any known faults directly 

under Phoenix itself. 

According to the Earthquake Hazards Program, the size of an earthquake, or the earthquake’s 

magnitude, depends on the amount of shake that is recorded with a seismograph. 

The size of Monday’s earthquake had a moderate intensity meaning most people could feel it 

indoors and some damage could likely occur. ABC15 Photographer Marnie McKim reported 

some cracks on her wall after the earthquakes. There have been no reports of any serious 

damage. 

The Red Cross says although rare, knowing earthquakes can happen in Arizona will help 

residents recognize when an earthquake hits. Due to the unpredictability of when a fault in the 

earth will occur, there is no way for scientists to know when one is coming.  

In mid-October, an earthquake preparedness drill was scheduled for the state for students, 

businesses and government offices. 

Earthquakes in the state are rare, but they do happen. Last November, a 4.7-magnitude quake 

shook Sedona.  

Residents are told to "stop, drop and take cover until the shaking stops." 

The Red Cross recommends having an emergency kit in case of an evacuation. Have water, food, 

medications, flashlights and batteries ready. 
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