


MILITARY SITUATION MAP - Control areas as of September 12.
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According to the US Naval Institute, "reports indicate the weapons used could have been
Chinese-built C-802 anti-ship missiles ... or guided anti-tank weapons."

"The attack is believed to be related to the ongoing conflict in Yemen and not an attack
against general shipping. US Naval Forces Central Command has ships in the area and is
working closely with our allies and regional partners to ensure the free flow of commerce," a
defense official told USNI News.

Shipping lanes and commerce are especially vital to Yemen, where the UN has said that 21
million out of 28 million Yemenis need some form of humanitarian aide and that half the
country is likely malnourished.

(A still from the video of the Houthi-launched rocket reportedly striking the HSV Swift. The
footage appears to show sustained fire aboard the ship, and perhaps a hole in the
hull.Nachrichtensignal 301 via YouTube)

If the missile that hit the Swift was indeed a cruise missile, it marks an escalation in hostilities
and arms in use in the conflict.

Though the US ships headed to Yemen can destroy incoming cruise missiles, Iran has shown
time and time again it's not afraid to harass and threaten the US Navy at sea.

Iran has military ties to Russia and China, both of whom produce capable cruise and antiship
missiles. And Iran has been known to provide weapons to the Houthi militants in Yemen.

Watch the footage of the missile strike:



https://youtu.be/WTNeEYIO3Iw
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